








HOUSES OF
THE BOUGA*

PORTUGAL The need to transform into opportunity the setbacks imposed
by the economic crisis throughout the construction process

Two houses were built for two cou-
ples (brothers) in a “bouca” - one
was designed for the daily life of one
couple, the other for reunions of the
extended family on festive occasions.
Both are organized around several
covered and uncovered courtyards
that establish transitions between
the interior and exterior of the house.
The overall units are constructed
using a concrete structure and light-
weight masonry (Bloco Térmico®)
exterior, overlaid with acoustic

correction boards in
concrete (Mursom®). For the patios,
different materials were used - wood,
brick, tile, metal plate and light-
weight concrete - responding to the

lightweight

various needs and functions as well
as exploring diverse sensory experi-
ences - light, tactile, and, especially,
sonorous and olfactory.

The two units that make up the
houses extend across a single floor,
creating a very compact impression
with few openings. This aspect is

emphasized by the texture of the
outer covering, which contrasts with
the verticality of the pre-existing
trees, whose location influenced the
siting of the unitsand in partinspired
the existence of some of the patios.
The plan of each of the houses was
specifically defined according to the
sense of each family’s experiential
representation, goals and needs.

The period of construction of
the houses was marked in Portugal
by the beginning of the economic

*Bouca: delimited terrain where the forest develops, space of transition between cultivated fields and the forest.
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This project ran for
the Mie Van Der
Rohe Prize in 2015

and financial crisis, an aspect that
indelibly marked the whole process,
in terms of both the organization
of the project, and the choices and
possibilities for the design.

In the execution phase of the
project, which is now necessarily
open, all those involved - designers,
architects and clients - have contrib-
uted with a common objective, to
maintain the feasibility of the work.
The adjustment of the project and its
construction to the available condi-
tions and means of production was
understood by us as an opportunity
to exploit the knowledge and quality
of the workforce we had. By way of

example, the exposed brick and the
concrete slabs were produced entirely
on site; mortars were made up from
several types of local / regional raw
materials, in order to adjust the
consistency, aspect and color. In some
ways we consider that with this work,
the circumstances of the crisis gave
us an opportunity to highlight one of
the aspects still relevant today in con-
struction in Portugal - the quality and
inventive capacity of its workforce!

In the available 2,622m? of land
area, it was possible to build the two
houses with 277 m? and 366 m? of
covered area, guaranteeing a cost of
€550 per square metre.
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The texture of the outer covering contrasts
with the verticality of the pre-existing trees.

The houses extend across a single floor,
creating a very compact impression - with
few openings visible.

MIES < ARCH
European Union Prize 2015

nominated work

This project was entered for the Mie Van Der
Rohe Prize in 2015.

The project creates a central element, around
which the social spaces are generated.

Project Bouca das Cardosas Houses
Location Paredes de Coura, Portugal)

Authors Filipa Guerreiro and Tiago
Correia, architects

Leca products Bloco Térmico®, Mursom®



PUBLIGC BATHS

SWEDEN Leca® Blocks provide solutions for walls in public baths.
The climate requires the walls to meet high functionality standards

for moisture and mechanical resistance.

In public baths, the demands for
moisture resistance are high. With
Leca Blocks the result was durable
interior walls and decorative masonry
that contributed to a lovely bathing
experience for guests. A meandering
wall separates the big pool from the
children’s water park. Lined up at the
poolside is a school class, waiting for
the signal to jump into the water.

Popular activity centre

The adventure baths are a popular
new activity centre in the region.
Joyous laughter echoes around the
open premises when Krister Nyman,
marketing manager for Leca Blocks, is
showing visitors around. The curved
wall is an example of the use of Leca

Block 95 in the construction. Even
the approximately 10-metre high
interior wall, which extends past the
second-floor gym and up to the roof,
has been built with Leca Block 125 by
masons from Johns Bygg & Fasad.The
company is a certified partner and the
masons are trained in the systems of
Weber Saint Gobain.

— For us, the builder Peab, and
the customer Vara Municipality,
trained and certified masons guaran-
tee good construction. It is important
that we know that the walls have full
functionality in such a large project as
this, says Krister Nyman.

Moisture resistance is crucial
In a bathhouse, the demands on

moisture resistance are high. There-
fore Leca Blocks were selected as a
material for the interior walls.

— For wet-room walls Leca Block
125 are the perfect solution. They are
robust, with good resistance against
fire and moisture. In the long term,
the materials are low-maintenance
and provide a comfortable room
tempe rature, says Krister Nyman.

Water splashes against the walls
when the kids are dive bombing into
the pool. The air is warm and moist.
Atthe end of the sinuous wall candles
are burning in a large chandelier. One
long side wall consists of a window
that fills the room with morning light.
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A block for creativity
Pal Warolin CEO of Johns Bygg &
Fasad talks about the masonry work
while we stroll past the three chil-
dren’s pools decorated with sculp-
tures of a giraffe, dolphin and a frog.
— We designed the masonry
to imitate natural stone, both the
curved wall and also the interior
walls of the bathhouse and changing
rooms, says Pal Warolin and contin-
ues: —You can build with masonry at
all possible angles with Leca Block. We
can cutthem and create most shapes
you could want. In other words, the
architects can be more creative and
think about more than just right
angles when they chose Leca.— Leca
is quick to build with. Since the blocks

come in different sizes depending on
where they are meant to be used, the
product is easy to work with, says Pal
Warolin. According to him, the great
advantage that it is easy to work with
the product and easy to train staff to
use it.— Traditional masonry is more
difficult. Masonry with Leca is quick to
learn and the system minimizes the
risk of errors.

Even the locker rooms, show-
ers and the inner wall of the corridor
towards the exit have been built with
Leca. The result, bathers notice, is a
welcoming atmosphere in a bath-
house that offers splashing wet expe-
riences for both young and old.
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Krister Nyman, marketing manager in Leca

The curved wall is an example of the use of
Leca Block 95 in the construction.

Locker rooms, showers and the inner wall of
the corridor towards the exit have been built
with Leca.

Object Vara Aventyrsbad

Town Vara

Building year 2014 (construction carried
out January 2013 - September 2014)

Builder Vara Kommun
Main Contractor Peab
Supervisor Urban Sjostrom

Sub Contractor Johns Bygg & Fasad
AB Architect: ABAKO arkitektkontor AB

Designer R&H Byggteknik

Leca Products Leca® Block 95,
Leca® Block 125
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